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A sTORY THRICE TOLD. SUCH 
WAS THE STRANGE CHRONICLE 
OF LIEUTENANT: GILMORE. 
STORY WHICH MAY HAVE 
SEEMED TO END IN NORMANDY 
IN THE SUMMER OF. I9L4. 

YET THE FINAL CHAPTER WAS 
NOT WRITTEN ‘THERE... 














NO, NOT THERE... WITH THE 

THUNDER OF WAR MUTED FOR 

A WHILE AND SONGBIRDS 

PIPING OUT THEIR LYRICAL NOTES 

ABOVE HIM AS IN A LAST 
REQUIEM oes 
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Chapler L DISASTE 


NOR DID IT ENO. WITH ‘THE ADVANCE E 
OF KHAKI-CLAD MEN ACROSS THE... Rex 
OPEN GROUND TO THE EAST... MEN OF PSe¥ 
AN INFANTRY BATTALION IN WHICH 
LIEUTENANT GILMORE HAD. SERVED «a. 








THEY WERE MOVING TOWARDS THE TOWN OF FALAISE, OBVIOUSLY NOT 
EXPECTING ANY. IMMEDIATE OPPOSITION... EVEN IF COMPANY “SERGEANT- 
MAJOR HACKETT OF “CG” COMPANY DID CAST A WARY GLANCE TOWARDS 


THE RIGHT. «+ 
> {TAKE IT THE WOOD OVER THERE 
iS CLEAR OF THE EMEMY SIR? 
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HACKETT’S QUESTION DREW AN IRRITABLE RESPONSE FROM’ MAJOR 
CARRON, COMMANDING THE COMPANY 


OF COURSE IT’S 
CLEAR OF. THE ENEMY, 
SERGEANT- MAJOR! YOU 
KNOW AS WELL AS | DO 
THAT LIEUTENANT GILMORE 
VOUCHED FOR THE : 


NEVERTHELESS HACKETT FELT CURIOUSLY UNEASY. HE WAS .AWARE OF 
Se eee SENSE OF FOREBODING. @U7 AV/S /NST/NCT HAO 


NOW, HERR 
HAUPTMANN >, 


NO, DUMKOPF/ 

ONLY THE FIRST WAVE 
OF THE ENGLANDERS ARE 
IN OUR SIGHTS/ WAIT TILL 
THE ENTIRE BATTALION 
iS MARCHING ACROSS 

OUR FRONTS 
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CARRON'S COMPANY AND OTHERS FOLLOWING HAD NOW FOOTSLOGGED 
ABREAST OF THE WOODED AREA. BATTALION H.Q. WAS SLIGHTLY TO 


REAR... = 
. NOT TILL WE 


| WONDER JUST SIGHT FALAISE, 

WHEN AND WHERE VD SAY, YOUNG 

WE’LL CONTACT GILMORE WILL 
THE ENEMY : es ea GIVE US PLENTY 
AGAIN,.SIR ? R z OF WARNING... 

ms By IF HE'S ON 

HIS TOES. 


LITTLE DID LIEUTENANT-COLONEL FRASER DREAM. THAT YOUNG GILMORE 


WAS LYING. OEAD. IN THE UNDERGROWTH OVER TO THEIR RIGHT...OR THAT | 


THE WOODS WERE ALIVE WITH FLINT-EYED NAZIS... WATCHING ..- 
WAITING 6. OM THEIR. TOES / - Ch 2 


ii 





Hell’s Hottest Acre 5 


THE WOOD ERUPTED FLAME AND THE AIR ROCKED TO THE MONSTROUS, 
SOUL=CHILLING THUNDER OF A BATTERY OF EIGHTY-EIGHTS... 


GREAT 
HEAVENS { 


GET DOWN, 
SIRS 
GET DOWNS 


THE MAJOR FLUNG HIMSELF TO THE GROUND... ONLY JUST IN TIME, 
AN INSTANT LATER,. THE EARTH GEYSERED CLOSE BY... 
: ay aay ; 
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THE BATTALION WAS SUFFERING TERRIBLE 
CASUALTIES FROM THE 88- MILLIMETRE GUNS, 
{TOO. THEN THE RATTLE OF SMALL-ARMS FIRE 
BEGAN TO PUNCTUATE THE TUMULT OF THE 
ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT... 





GO TO GROUND 


AND GIVE 1T ALL 
YOU'VE GOT / 
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THE: MEN. OF THE BRITISH UNIT REACTED MAGNIFICENTLY. THE FEROCIOUS 
ONSLAUGHT HAD TAKEN THEM COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE BUT THERE 
WAS NO PANIC. THE SURVIVORS FLATTENED OUT AND HIT BACK «ee. 


THAT'S IT, 
LAOS / LET ‘EM 
HAVE 


THE COLONEL ROARED ENCOURAGEMENT AS HE BROKE INTO A RUN, 
INWARDLY, THOUGH, HE WAS BESIDE HIMSELF WITH FURY AND 
FOR HIS MEN WERE STILL BEING BUTCHERED 


ys war 
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8 
BADLY SHAKEN BY A NEAR MISS, HE MIRACULOUSLY GAINED 
WITHOUT A SCRATCH... 
SAY-so/ You 


MAJOR CARRON'S . SIDE. 
YOU'LL HAVE SOME EXPLAINING ON’ MY 
TO DO... JE WE COME OUT OF MEAN ON THE SAY-SO OF 
THIS ALIVE/ ILL WANT To KNOW THAT FOOL GILMORE, DON'T 
WHY WE WALKED RIGHT INTO You, SIR? HE’S THE ONE 
THIS MURDEROUS TRAP ON ; WHO SENT BACK THE 
SIGNAL REPORTING THE 
WAY WAS SAFE. 


YOUR SAY-SO/ 











IT WAS NOT THE TIME FOR DEBATE OR DISCUSSION. THE 
SITUATION WAS ToO HECTIC AND OUT THERE IN THE OPEN 
FEARFUL PUNISHMENT... 


THE BRITISH WERE TAKING 


ze 
—E 


OUR TRANSPORT COLUMN .Yii 
-AND THE SUPPORT : 
COMPANY IN RESERVE. i 
THERE'S A CHANCE THEY 
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THE BATTALION'S TRANSPORT AND SUPPORT COMPANY HAD BEEN 
TAGGING ALONG AT A CRAWL A MILE OR TWO BEHIND THE MAIN 
‘FORCE. SOON THEY WERE IN VIEW.. 

Ti 


THERE THEY ARE 
Now, SIR, THE 
SECOND - IN~ COMMAND 

(MUST ACT FAST... 


ACT FAST 
ALL RIGHT. 





FRASER’S FAITH IN HIS SECOND-IN-COMMAND WAS Not MISPLACED. 
a Son ese eee FIRE-POWER WAS QUICKLY CONCENTRATED 


7 
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THE COLONEL WAS PROMPT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
{OF THAT CURTAIN OF FIRE eee 

' a a WM GINING THE : 
= DER TO RETIRE... 


OR 
THERE'S NOTHING ELSE 
FOR IT. YOU AND 
THE: REMNANTS OF 
YOUR COMPANY START 
WITHDRAWING, CARRON. 4 


MAJOR HUMPHRIES ,- 
PULL “‘A” COMPANY 
BACK AS SOON AS 
CARRON’S CROSSED TO 
THE OTHER SIDE OF 
THE: RIDGE. 
“MEANWHILE, YouR 
MEN ARE TO A 


KEEP FIRING. 
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COME ON, MEN, 
COME _ON / 
PILE INTO THOSE 


TRUCKS / URRY 
17 UPS 


THE UNITS AT NO MORE q 
THAN HALF Vin eh ia Reese 


WRONG, CARRON P. 


GILMORE COULD 

PROVIDE. THE ANSWER, SIR, ~ 
1 WISH 1 HAD MY HANDS 
ON HIM... PREFERAGSLY 
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A FEW MOMENTS MORE AND THE TRANSPORT WAS ON THE MOVE. 
MAJOR CARRON' WAS IN THE LAST VEHICLE TO ROLL... 


oo 


wee HOLD IT, . 
VY DRIVER’ THERE'S ONE % 
OF .OUR CHAPS. A 
STRAGGLER FROM THAT 
SHAMBLES ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE RIDGE. 


BUT THE STRAGGLER WAS NO 
STRAY FROM THE DISASTROUS 
ACTION IN WHICH THE 
BATTALION HAD BEEN INVOLVED. 


LEACH / 
“SERGEANT 
LEACH OF 

LIEUTENANT 
GILMORE’S 
PLATOON / 


NEVER 
MIND THAT/ 
WHAT THE BLAZES 
HAPPENED TO 
GILMORE P 





13 





Hell’s Hottest Acre 
LEACH ANSWERED WITH DIFFICULTY. HIS FACE, NORMALLY RUGGED 
We. AND HIS SUNKEN YES 


IN CHARACTER, WAS 'HAGGARO NO 
WERE THOSE OF A MAN HAUNTED BY UGLY MEMORIES... 


IT’S A LONG 1 OON/’T. , 
STORY, SIR... AND SUPPOSE | AM. 
IT’S ONE You'RE BUT LET'S HAVE 

NOT GOING TO IT, CONFOUND 

LIKE. YOU / 





SITANTLY, THE N.c.o. GAVE CARRON Pa, BARE DETSILS OF THE ee 


HE 
THAT HAD OVERTAKEN GILMORE’S PLATO 
THE MAUOR PROPELEED HiM TOWARDS ° THE WAITING TRUCK. 


VLE 
TRANEL IN THE 
BACK WITH THE - 
SERGEANT. AS SOON 
AS -WE/RE SETTLED, 
GET CRACKING AND 
CATCH UP WITH THE 
REST OF THE 
COLUMN. 
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-CARRON CLIMBED OVER THE TAILBOARD. LEACH DRAGGED HIMSELF 
WEARILY INTO THE VEHICLE AFTER HIM 


LEACH, 

YOU CAN 
WHITEWASH 
YOUNG GILMORE 
BUT IF YOU 
TAKE MY 
ADVICE, YOU'LL 
DO NOTHING OF 
THE KIND. IN 
ANY CASE, YOU'D 
BETTER GET 
YOUR FACTS 

STRAIGHT oe 


eo 


. MAJOR: 

1 WANT TO PUT DE IT. 4 
TWO QUESTIONS. PERFECTLY PLAIN 
COULD HE AND HIS. 
PLATOON WERE TO 

RECONNOITRE 

E BEEN THE WOODED 
‘MISUNDERSTOOD P AREA ON THE 
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RIGADIER NODDED, WELL SATISFIED 8Y THAT CRISP AND EMPHATIC 
N HE FIXED AN INTENT SCRUTINY ON THE MAJOR 


SS / SECONDLY, DID_ You 
~ HAVE CONFIDENCE 
g ) IN LIEUTENANT 


GILMORE'S ABILITY 
AS AN OFFICER? 


WHY, YES, SIR. 
IF "DO HAD ANY DOUBTS. 
ON THAT SCORE ('D NEVER 
HANE CHOSEN HIM FOR SUCH 
& MISSION... ONLY | MUST 
DOMIT THAT feet. 






















CARRON HESITATED, AS IF RELUCTANT To SAY WHAT WAS IN HIS MIND. 
THE BRIGADIER HAO ‘TO PROD HIM WITH AN INSISTENT WORD OR TWO... 
YES MAJOR ? COME, YOU 
MUST NOT CONCEAL 
ANYTHING. 







WELL, SIR, | DON’T ; 
WISH TO SEEM DISPARAGING. 
f ___ BUT 1 KNOW GILMORE WAS _° 
DISLIKED BY HIS MEN. 1 CAN 

ILLUSTRATE THAT BY COMPARING HIM 
WITH AN OFFICER HE REPLACED 
AS COMMANDER, OF FOURTEEN 

PLATOON, 






eS" 
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| Chapter 2. The MILITARY TRADITION. 


Rusty BURGESS... FROM THE COLONEL DOWN, THE WHOLE FH 
BATTALION KNEW HIM AS SUCH. THE BIG, RED-HEMDED 

SUBALTERN WHO HAD COMMANDED 1% PLATOON IN NORTH 
AFRICA AND WHO LED IT ASHORE ON D-DAY... 


= rT S 























WE'RE WITH 


SIR! 
GO IT, RUSTY’ 
Z\ 





RUSTY...THAT WAS WHAT HIS MEN: CALLEO HIM, TOO? NOT ON PARADE, 
BUT CERTAINLY IN‘ THE HEAT OF BATTLE....AND THERE WAS. NO: : 
DISRESPECT IN THE TERM... ONLY A WEALTH ‘OF AFFECTION ANO A BLIND 

ADMIRATION FOR HIS PROWESS. =e — TR ce 




























LATCH ON TO 
THAT NEST OF 
HORNETS, GRIFFITHS! 
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JAFFY GRIFFITHS FLOPPED DOWN IN THE SAND. HE WAS THE BREN-GUNNER 
OF NUMBER ONE SECTION, AND AS FULL OF FIRE AS THE TWENTY- EIGHT 
-CARTRIOGES IN THE MAG OF HIS L.M.G..- 


_———— 
























RIGHT, SIR / 
VLL TAKE THE 
STING OUT OF 
‘EM / THEY'RE 
ALL yours / 


RUSTY WENT UP THAT BEACH IN A TEARAWAY RUSH | /KEEP_GOING /- 
WITH THE REST OF THE PLATOON AT HIS HEELS. FOR CRYING 
NEEDLESSLY, SERGEANT LEACH CHIVVIED THEM OUT LOUD... 
Fe x ———$==— You CAN 
————— % SS SSS MOVE FASTER 
| ———— : > THAN THAT / 
- 4 : ¥ : i ve: a GET UP 
Z AMONG: THOSE | 
OUNES / 
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NO, YOU DON'T, FRITZ! ¥ 
ete OFF AS all F 


[8 





THEY WAD NO HOPE OF OVERHAULING THEIR 
SUBALTERN, THOUGH. HEFTY AS HE WAS, 
WE COULD RUN: LIKE A STAG... —_ 





TA SLUG FROM THE CIEUTENANT'S THIRTY-EIGHT PUT PAID TO THE 

NAZI MACHINE-GUNNER. ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY A GERMAN RIFLE 

Be gitslaens OuT A WILDLY AIMED SHOT THAT SPUN THE PISTOL FROM 
{S HAND woe = => = . 


—— 





hieli’s Hottest Acre’ 19 


THE. MAN WITH THE RIFLE WHIPPED BACK THE BOLT TO RELOAD 
FOR ANOTHER CRACK AT! RUSTY SURGESS.UNARMED NOW, THE LIEUTENANT 








, COR, 
RATHER THAT 
JERRY_ THAN 


Wi" 
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UNDER THAT SWASHBUCKLING LEADERSHIP, FOURTEEN PLATOON RAMPAGEO 
THROUGH THE DOUNES, ROOTING CUT POCKETS OF RESISTANCE, THEY WERE 
DOING FINE... TILL A DIE-HARD TEUTON HURLED A GRENADE... 


SX 


LOOK OUT, 

YOU LAOS 
ON THE 
LEFT ¢ 











RUSTY LET OUT A WARNING YELL 
WITH THE PROTECTIVE INSTINCT 
OF A BEAR SHIELDING ITS CUBS. 


at 


a=} 










‘THE GRENADE STRUCK HIM, 
BOUNCED OFF ON TO THE GROUND | 
IN FRONT OF HIM... AND EXPLODED: 




























MIT THE 
HIRT 
OROP 

FLAT / 






HE'S COPPED 
IT /_ RUSTYS 
COPPEO /7 7% j 
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THE LIEUTENANT SAGGED. PAIN RAZORED THROUGH HiS_ RIGHT ARM. 
HAZILY HE BECAME AWARE OF AN ANXIOUS FACE, RECOGNISED IT 
AS HIS BATMAN'S... - a 

— HOW BAD IS IT, 
: MISTER BURGESS? 





oe 


{T COULD’Ve 
BEEN WORSE, RAFFERTY 
wee MY WING/S BEEN 
CLIPPED, THOUGH, 
AND NO MISTAKE/ 


AS RAFFERTY ASSISTED THE WOUNDED WONDER WHEN) WE'LL 
LIEUTENANT TO THE REAR, MAJOR SEE MISTER BURGESS 
CARRON ORDERED SERGEANT LEACH AGAIN, SIR. 

TO TAKE THE PLATOON FORWARD. = 


ee 


THAT'S ANYBODY’'S 
GUESS. WE'LL MISS HIM 
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BY THE EVENING OF THAT FIRST DAY OF THE NORMANDY INVASION, 
THE BRITISH HAD CAPTURED THE TOWN OF BAVEUX. THERE, 
CAHRON ‘RECEIVED NEWS OF BURGESS... 


a 
RUSTY’S BEING EVACUATED 
TO ENGLAND, MAJOR 
THE M.0. TOLD ME HIS 
ARM SHOULD 8B ALL 

NM RIGHT — IN TIME / 

> 





Loss WILE 
SE FELT. 


THE NEXT OBJECTIVE WAS THE CiTY OF CAEN, SUT THERE THE { 
GERMANS STOOD FIRM FOR FOUR LONG ANO SITTER WEEKS. IT was’ 


DURING THIS PERIOD THAT A NEW OFFICER JOINED THE UNIT... 


1 BROUGHT 
THIS YOUNG 
‘LOOT! OUT 
TO You. 

HE'S DAVID 
GILMORE, 
ASSIGNED To | 
OUR COMPANY 
AS SUCCESSOR 
To RUSTY 
BURGESS, 








> 
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CARRON NOTED THE YOUNG OFFICER’S 
TRIM APPEARANCE ANDO HIS 


PUNCTILIOUS SALUTE... SO OUT OF PLACE 


iT SEEMED, WITH THE ENEMY ONLY A 
FEW HUNDRED YARDS AWAY... 


= Se hc 





PRIDE SHOWED ON THE 


REPLACEMENT'S CLEAN-CLT 
FEATURES... 


GILMORES 


HAVE BEEN CONNECTED 
WITH THIS REGIMENT 
FOR GENERATIONS, SIR. 
MY FATHER IS NOW 
GENERAL DAVID GILMORE, 
D.S.0.,, RETIRED. 


DAVID GILMORE... 
THE NAME RINGS 
A BELL... 


r SOMEHOW CARRON FELT NETTLED. 
OF SUPERIORITY IN THE NEWCOMER. HONWEVER,. 
HAND ~ PERFUNCTORILY. «+ . 


HE FANCIEO. HE DETECTED AN Al 
EXTENDED HIS 


GILMORE'S NEVER 





7 s. 

A GENERAL'S SON, 
Me 4S HE P- WELL, "THIS YOUNG 
PUP HAD BETTER Tv GS 


eT 
ANY HIGH-AND-M/GH ‘0EAS .. 
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(THE ADJUTANT DEPARTED AND CARRON SPOKE TO DAVID GILMORE AGAIN 


: - 
VY WLL TAKE YOU TO YOUR PLATOON H.@. IRR 
INCIDENTALLY, WE'RE BEING RELIEVED 
TONIGHT... WHICH IS FORTUNATE. IN 
RESERVE, YOU'LL HAVE A BETTER 
CHANCE 'OF GETTING TO KNOW ‘YOUR 

EN. 


THE MAJOR LED THE WAY ALONG A HEDGE WHICH SCREENED HIS 
COMMAND -POST. AT A GAP IN THE HEDGE HE DUCKED LOW. GILMORE 
DID NOT AND CARRON SNAPPED CUT WORDS THAT FLOODED THE 
LIEUTENANT’S FACE WITH CRIMSON. 


NE: 


OF COURSE 


? GET DOWN, 

MAN/ TAKE WOUR 
CUE FROM ME, CAN'T 
youP o’vYOU OBJECT TO 
SPOILING YOUR BATTLE- 
DRESS? OR ARE YOU 
TRYING TO LOOK A HEROP 
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GILMORE WAS VERY NEARLY CAUGHT UNAWARES BY A BURST OF 
TRACER FROM A_ MACHINE-GUN. HE DIVED ALONGSIDE CARRON 
BEFORE THE ENEMY MARKSMAN COULD ZERO ON TO HiM see 


TOGETHER, MAJOR AND LIEUTENANT CRAWLED FORWARD... BELOW 
THE ANGLE OF THE NAZI MACHINE- GUNNER'S VISION. 


SERGEANT LEACH, THIS IS 
‘MISTER GILMORE. YOU'LL 
HAND OVER COMMAND OF 
FOURTEEN PLATOON TO HIM. 

LET HIM KNOW THE SET-UP... 

FIRE-TASKS, ET CETERA.»» 
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1ORE BRISTLED INSTANTLY -« - 
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GILMORE EDGED ALONG THE SLIT, 


DUSTED HIMSELF DOWN 

FASTIDIOUSLY, THEN GLANCED AT 

JHE OTHER’ MAN PRESENT..-- SERGEANT, DETAIL THIS 
MAN FOR DUTY WITH ONE 


AND WHO MIGHT - OF THE SECTIONS! PICK 
You BEP ANOTHER BATMAN FOR ME/ 
ONE WHO KNoWSs How TO 
REFER TO AN OFFICER 


RAFFERTY, SIR. 
1 DARESAY VLL 6E 
ACTING AS YOUR 
BATMAN. _ | WAS 
RUSTY'S FOR 
TWO YEARS... 






TT WAS THE FIRST INDICATION THAT 1% PLATOON’ WAS TO_BE COMMANDED f 
BY A SUBALTERN VASTLY DIFFERENT. IN OUTLOOK: FROM BURGESS 
NEXT DAY, IN R THE IMPRESSION WAS, CONFIRMED 


hae 
. 


LAST NIGHT, BUT 

ENERYONE’S HAD AMPLE 

OPPORTUNITY TO, GET 
CLEANED UPL : 
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A MORE ORDERED THE MEN TO FALL SUT ANS PARADE AGAIN IN 





TREN MINUTES. 


| ANO MAKE SURE 
YOU'RE SPRUCE ee 
ENOUGH JO PASS rasteetietens: 
hl een WHEN 


















































HIGH 
STANDARD ANDO 
ANY OF ‘YOu 


tA You HEARD 
YOUR PLATOON 


THE MUTTER OF DISGRUNTLED VOICES REACHED THE EARS OF 
[THE COMPANY COMMANOER 


KNEW (T, TAFFY / 
GILMORE’S A SPIT-AND- POLISH 
MANIAC, ! 
COR, WHAT 
TO HAVE. GOOD OLO RUSTY 

BACK WITH uS/ 


BA 
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MAJOR CARRON ae ha 

COMPANY - SERGEANT- M 

SXEHANGEC SIGNIFICANT A GLANCES, 


’M PROBAB 





eae cw 
NOT, ALL THE 
SAME, { CAN HARDLY 
REPRIMAND HIM 
FOR HIS ZEAL, 
\ SERGEANT ~ MAJOR. . 


DAVID GILMORE HAD A CHANCE TO PROVE HIS WORTH FAIRLY J 
fo) IN CARRIED E BRITISH INTO CAEN 


SEE YOUR_MEN 

KEEP PLASTERING 1¥ 
THE WINDOWS, SERGEANT, 
WE NEED ALL THE 

Soa wane ~ FIRE 


GIVE 





Heil’s Hottest Acre 27 


| HIS SUBORDINATES RECKONED HE WAS EDGY. SO DID MAJOR CARRON, 
| FOLLOWING UP WITH THE OTHER TWO PLATOONS OF HIS COMPANY 





ahs 
igh 


wiley) 
at 


EF BURGESS 


HAD BEEN HERE HE'D 
HAVE CLEARED THAT HOUSE 
OF ENEMY BY NOW. ST7/LL, 

/ SUPPOSE / CAN'T BLAME is 
G/LMORE FOR SEING CAUTIOUS. 
q 





{ GILMORE WAS AT THE DOOR OF A DWELLING KNOWN TO BE 
| OCCUPIED BY “LAST-DITCH” GERMAN DEFENDERS. HE BOOTED 


iT OPEN... 
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BLAST CF neg GREETED HIM. HE SRa pereaciig OF THAT - 
DOORWAY AS HE HAO BEEN GALNANISED . 





A GRENADE, 
SOMEBODY / 
CHUCK IN A 

GRENADE / 


IT_WAS_RAFFERTY Hips REACTED TO -HIS SHOUT... RAFFERTY, 
NO: LONGER A BATMAN : 
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| RAFFERTY SLUNG A CLAY GRENADE ROUND THE DOOR-POST. 
A SWIFT GESTURE. iT DID NOT HAVE THE LETHAL POWER OF A 
MILLS 36 BUT IT WAS A MORALE- DESTROYER, FOR ALL THAT .+.- 
per eeron z iH - ae ' nigh y 


r uu" Y ree 
; 





THE CRACK OF THE DETONATION WAS STILL ECHOING AS THE HOUSE 
BIsSaOnGED iTS INMATES. THEY SPILLED OUT OF THE SHATTERED 
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WITH: CAEN SECURED, THE BRITISH PUSHED SOUTH. ON COLONEL FRASER'S SECTOR 
OF THE BATTLE-FRONT, CONTACT WITH A FAST-RETREATING FOE IAS LU LOST. 


CARRON, I WANT YOU TO SENO \f 

OUT A PLATOON ON A PROBIN 
MISSION » UNDER AN OreiceR 
WHO'S NOT LIKELY TO GO 
BULL-HEADED AT THE TASK. 


GILIMORE'’S THE MAN 
j SIR. HE’S NOT THE RECKLESS 
TYPE. MORE EFFICIENT 
THAN DASHING. ° 


THE COLONEL GAVE CARRON THE ROUTE TO BE FOLLOWED AND INDICATED AN AREA 
WHICH WAS SUSPECT. + : | 


Se = =a 
WE DON’T MOVE TILL GILIMORE’S : = 
WIRELESSED A SITUATION-REPORT 
TO YOU. IF THERE'S NO ENEMY IN 
THAT LOCALITY, WE PRESS 

_ ON worn, FURTHER 
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CARRON LEFT THE CONFERENCE AND WAS SOON BRIEFING DAVID GILMORE . 





REACH THE MAP-REFERENCE 

I'VE GIVEN YOU. SEE WILSON 

DRAWS A WIRELE Fy _ ET 
FROM THE C. @.M 


SHORTLY AFTER , MAJOR CARRON WATCHED GILMORE SET TH TH 
OF 14. PLATOON Ry ET OFF WITH THE MEN 
STEP |T QUT, 


THERE — COME 
ON, DON’T 
AG / 


AND THAT, AS CARRON STATED AT THE 
COURT OF INQUIRY, WAS THE LAST HE EVER 
SAW _OF UEUTENANT DAVID GILMORE «+ - 











4 Hell’s Hottest acre 


Chapters. KEY WITNESS 


MAJOR CARRON'S LAST EVIDENCE WAS OF A MESSAGE 
HE HAD RECENMED, TO THE EFFECT THAT THE AREA 
44 PLATOON HAD BEEN ORDERED TO RECONNOITRE 
WAS FREE FROM ENEMY TROOPS... 


AND YOU'RE QUI 
oy. POSITIVE GILMORE PERSONALLY 
TRANSMITTED THE MESSAGE TO 
WHICH YOU REFER ? 
















WITHOUT QUESTION, 

SIR. SERGEANT LEACH 

HAS CONFIRMED TO ME 

IT WAS GILIMORE HIMSELF 

WHO SENT OUT THE 
CALL 








CALL. 
‘SERGEANT 


LEACH , 
LIEUTENANT. 










ALL RIGHT, 
MAJOR CARRON. 
you MAY se THANK - 


YOU _FOR T 
CONCISE MANNER 


IN. WHICH YOU'VE if 
STATED THE FACTS 


AS an baa V, 
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WHILST THE MAJOR SALUTED AND WITHDREW, SERGEANT LEACH WAS CALLED FROM THE 
WAITING ROOM | Hi 


COME ALONG , 


{ 
1 
1 
1 
i 

i Ad 

A AY: 
Hy 

aNtHl | 
i 
i 

y | 

yh 

H 

lil 


WERE FIRED 
ON “WAND HE PANICKED 
WE MADE A FIGHT OF IT 
WITHOUT HIM, ne We 
WERE OVE RRU 
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THE TOUGH-LOOKING SERGEANT TOLD HOW A NAZI RIFLE-BUTT HAD STRETCHED HIM 
SENSELESS «ee 


men 


A : 

i ! = WHEN I CAME ROUND, 
uy  / THE LADS WERE ALL DEAD 

AND MISTER GILMORE WAS 

A PRISONER. A GERMAN 

OFFICER WAS COVERING 


HORRIBLE eo 

















DID GILMORE REVEAL YOUR. 

MISSION AND FINALLY AGREE TO 

TRANSMIT A MESSAGE CALCULATED 

TQ LEAD YOUR: BATTALION INTO 
A TRAP ? 








YES, SIR. THE GERMAN 
OFFICER THREATENED TO 
KILL HIM UNLESS HE DID AS 

HE WAS TOLD. 
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SERGEANT LEACH ENDED BY EXPLAINING HOW HE HAD CRAWLED AWAY UNNOTICED — 
ANO_WAS THEN DISMISSED . F'S APPALLING . I KNEW GILMORE'S FAMILY. 4 


THINK OF HIM SINKING SO 
LOW AS iY pees HIS 
NIT — 


I'M SORRY FOR, 
HIS FATHER. THE «s* 
NEWS WILL BREAK THE 

OLD-BOy’S HEART. 


EXCUSE ME, SIR, BUT THERE'S A MA\ 
QUTS|DE WHO INSISTS HE MUST Speak TO 
YOU. IT paabeest GILIMORE 7 


WELL , HE CAN 
COME IN. 
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A SOLDIER WAS LED IN. HIS: HEAD WAS; BANDAGED, HIS RIGHT ARI: WAS IN’ A’ SLING, 
p HE WALKED STUMBEINGEY,. WITH THE AID Las MEDICAL ORDERLIES... 


Bp  LHEARD ABOUT THE on: FERTY BEGAN HIS STORY 
COURT CR INGUIR? 7 VE OF LIEUTENANT GILMORE AS SEEN 
SOMETHING TO TELL YOU. . -AND THROUGH THE EYES. OF ANOTHER. 
PEL TELL (TIF IT KILLS Me... ; (Garueio ue 
_RAFFERTY’S THE NAME, SIR... QAM BITTER ENDS 
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THE NARRATIVE OF PRIVATE RAFFERTY OPENED WITH THE PLATOGN'S DEPARTURE 
ON ITS RECONNAISSANCE MISSION... 





Up. 


iy / 
he) 8 ~ 


+ AND WITH AN “INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED BEFORE GILIMORE AND HIS MEN HAD 
RED. THE FIRST MILE... 


E——" WHAT'S WRONG, “GRIFFITHS ? —=z7_NO, SiR, IT'S NO ACT. IT was 
Fe 4F YOU THINK YOU CAN DODGE —E======4 WOUNDED IN NORTH AFRICA, 
THE -COLUMN ‘BY PUTTING AND | : 
ON AN ACT... 
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DAVID GILMORE’S MANNER CHANGED AT ONCE AS HE REALISED GRIFFITHS WAS 
GENUINELY IN DIFFICULTIES . ‘ | 


: : NO, SIR, ’D RATHER STICK 
—> ALL RIGHT, N: WITH "THE REST OF THE LADS. 
= GRIFFITHS, FALL OUT: = TLL MANAGE TO KEEP UP, 
/ . INEST, I WILL. 
OWN_ WAY BACK TO = ; ce ee . 
THE ™.0. 




































































- GOOD MAN Z ILL 
TAKE YOUR WORD FOR IT 
BUT YOURE NOT CARRYING 
THAT L-M-G. HERE, LET 
ME HAVE IT. 
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THE LIEUTENANT TOOK POSSESSION OF THE BREN AND STRODE TO THE HEAD OF 
THE PLATOON AGAIN. TAFFY GRIFFITHS SPOKE FEELINGLY TO THE OTHER MEN OF 


THE REAR SECTION S27 FAIR PLAY, IT'S REAL DECENT = 


= ———— = OF HIM TO LUG THAT BREN. == 
































YOU'RE RIGHT, 
TAFF. MAYBE 
WE'VE (MISJUDGED 


IN DUE COURSE, THE PLATOON SIGHTED AN EXPANSE OF WOODS. DAVID Gl 
EYED IT DUBIOUSLY ANDO CALLED Biel eumanhs 


_——-Y/ 
— WHAT'S UP, SIR P WE 
HAVEN'T COME TO THE AREA 
MAJOR. CARRON 
. MENTIONED. 




















TO CHECK WITH THE 
MAJOR « 
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[WHILE WILSON CALLEO UP CONTROL, THE YOUNG SUBALTERN TOOK A CLOSER LOOK AT 
THE BOCAGE. o> . 







‘HELLO, OBOE ‘ONE 
+.» HELLO, OBOE 
QNE. ee 


I CQULON'T SPOT ANYTHING. 
WHAT OID ‘MAJOR | CARRON SAY, 
WILSON P 


s BEGGING YOUR 
PARDON, SIR, HE 
NEARLY SNAPPED MY 
HEAD OFF. HE WANTS 
AGREPORT ON THE MAP 
* REFERENCE , NOTA 
COMMENTARY ON THE 

LINE ‘OF MARCH - 
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CARRONS ANSWER MUST 
HAVE MADE ME: LOOK: PRETTY SMALL. 
LEACH: OBVIOUSLY THINKS P'VE GOT 
THE WIND UP, ANDI. DARESAY 

1 THE MEN SHARE His VIEW. 





BUT THE MEN HAD SEEN: A LOT MORE: ACTIVE SERVICE THAN. LEACH’, WHO HAD: 
THE BATTALION JUST BEFORE D-DAY. THEY APPROVED HIS MISTRUST OF THAT 


LOOK OL7, 
, WSTER GILMORE 7 
MERRIES 
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ER OF SHOTS BAR RTS O AME. LUCKILY: 

ETS WHIPPED OVER RR ONE THAT PINGED AGAINST LEACH'S HELMET. 
—— SUFFERING _& 
WLDOCATS! FE 





Tey HAD PEELED OFF A SHRILL YELL, THE YELL OF A MAN ELECTRIFIED 


_——————? UN FOR IT? WE 
cy ANEVT A CHANCES 
= GET OUT OF MY WAY, 
WILSON / 4 


= 
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ORVID GILMORE SAW AT eg THAT THE N.C.0’S TERROR THREATENED LS —— 
{INFECT SOME OF THE MEN 


STOR SERGEANT — 
S702, I SAY/ 



































aut OE OO a 








SHUT UP; 
LARN YOU. 





> 
Hell’s Hottest Acre 
“DAVID GILMORE HAD NO ALTERNATIVE... HE JABBED WITH THE BUTT OF THE BREN— 
A SKULL-JOLTING THUD THAT PITCHED THE SERGEANT TO THE DIRT. 0» 
Ne 


sont 
P 


GET A GRIP ON 
YOURSELVES / OPEN 
FIRE ON THOSE 
JERRIES / 




















ear cic oe 
SE Oe So} 
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DAVID KNEW THAT TO STAY WOULD BE TO DIE. NOW HE SHOUTED TO THE OTHER 
“FWO SECTIONS OF THE PLATOO! : : 


COME OV.T 
FOLLOW WES 
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THEY BROKE AND FLED AND WERE HELPED 
ON THEIR WAY BY THE CRUMP OF A CLAY | 
GRENADE... 











mh hid ee THROUGH THE TREES AFTER Baap oe 
VIC Y RAISED A HAND INA SIGNAL, TO PUL 


rt IT, LADS / l 
NO SENSE IN CHARGING 
BLINDLY. TROUGH THESE 


THICKET: Si E DON’T now 
WHAT = MIGHT GHT BUM! 


> 
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HE HAD JUST FINISHED REORGANISING HIS MEN, WHEN THE SECTION THAT HAD COVERED 


THE ASSAULT LINKED UP WITH THEM. «« 


you Okay, 
CORPORAL ? 


THE SUBALTERN PURSED HIS LIPS 
AS HE GLANCED AT LEACH... 












































YES, SIR. 
LEASTWAYS, 
NOTHING MUCH TO WORRY 
ABOUT. WE BROUGHT 
SARN'T LEACH WITH US, 
SIR. HE'S OUT COLD / 


I HAD TO CLOUT HIM. IT WAS THE ONLY WAY 

TO PREVENT HIS SPARKING OFF A PANIC. 

T NEVER | aealeD HED GOTO PIECES IN 
N EMERGENCY, THOUGH 


~ 
IT DIDN'T SURPRISE ME, * 
SIR. I WONDERED ABOUT HIM 
WHEN_WE LANDED ON D-DAY. 
HE HOLLERED A LOT WITH 
HIS BIG MOUTH — BUT 
KEPT. WELL BACK. 
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yi GILIMORE WAS NOT ONE TO SNEER AT A MAN'S LACK OF MORAL FIBRE, HOWEVER. 
pia THAT SOME MEN COULD LIVE WITH THEIR FEAR MUCH BETTER THAN 








“ (TS NOT FOR US TO PASS 
‘JUDGEMENT ON HIM. IN ANY CASE 
THIS WOULDN'T BE THE MOMENT 
TO DO IT. LISTEN, IN SPITE OF 
uy OR CARRON'S INSTRUCTIONS 
woo! 

















THIS 
NSIBIUTY, 
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Chapter Z THE TRU TH | 


| BUT 14 PLATOON REVETS 
OID COMB THE WOOD 
SUDDENLY, SHOTS 
WHIPPED AT THEM 
FROM A_MARAYDING 
ENEMY PATROL... 


GRIFFITHS WENT DOWN. TWO MORE OF THE PLATOON CRUMP 
LASH OF THAT VICIOU' FUSILLADE oo 


TAKE COVER . 
GWE eee "euSyTERS 


EPO ORE, , 
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THE MEN NEEDED NO URGING. GRIFFITHS’ BREN SET THE TEMPO—HANDLED BY RAFFERTY, 
ee viclaaed LAY DEAD. WITH RAGE CHURNING IN HIM, HIS STOCKY LITTLE 
EX D 





TAKE THAT, 
YOU MURDERING 
SWINE / 


THE GERMANS WITHOREW. YET IT WAS SOON PLAIN THEY WERE NO ISOLATED GROUP. 
COAL-SCUTTLE HELMETS BOBBED INTO VIEW AND GREY-CLAD FIGURES WERE SEEN 
MOMENTARILY BEFORE DROPPING INTO COVER 


LOOK, THERE'S 
ANOTHER BUNCH OF ’EM / 
WORKING ROUND TO 
QUT- FLANK US _ON 
THE LEFT.’ 
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THE WEUTENANT FULLY REALISED NOW THAT THE GERMANS WHO HAD INITIALLY FIRED ON 
THEM HAD MERELY BEEN A SCOUTING PARTY FOR A CONSIDERABLE ENEMY FORCE . 
CLEARLY, HE AND HIS MEN HAD TO GET OUT—AND FAST / 























BACK OFF / - 
We'LL BE BOTTLED 
UP IF WE DON'T,“ 














WILSON, I'LL NEVER 
SAY ANOTHER WORD ¥& 
AGAINST MISTER sero ae 


JERRIES ARE 
HOLDING OFF / 
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A FURTHER BODY OF GERMANS HAD: EFFECTED Ai RAPID’ DETOUR THROUGH: THE 
BOCAGE TO’ BLOCK THE LINE. OF RETREAT. SURROUNDED; DAVID GILMORE ANO. HIS: MEN 
FLUNG THEMSELVES DOWN AG. i 
= WILSON:, GET MAJOR 
CARRON ON THAT WIRELESS 
SET / REPORT OUR SITUATION 
AND TELL HIM WE — 








a LTHE SENTENCE WAS. LEFT UNFINISHED: A BULLET 
~ FOUND WILSON, KILLING HiM INSTANTLY oes 
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‘WOOD RANG TO THE TUMULT OF THAT FINAL CLASH, A CLOSE-QUARTER COMBAT, | 
THE OUTCOME OF WHICH WAS INEVITABLE. ALL AROUND HIM DAVID GILMORE’S MEN FELL 
BEFORE CRUSHING ODDS, BATTLING VALIANTLY TO THE LAST... 








ONLY THREE MEN REMAINED WHEN THE MELEE REACHED ITS INEVITABLE CONCLUSION — 
LIEUTENANT ‘GILMORE, (RAFFERTY AND ‘THE WOUNDED SERGEANT ee eee 
KRAMER CAME UP ‘TO “THE BRITISH OFFICER AND ADORESSED wall ua ENGLISH see 
THINK POURS ELE FORTUNATE 
TSPARED YOU, ENGLANDER . 
|) AF yOu’ Re WISE YOU'LL 
SHOW YOUR GRATITUDE 
‘BY_ PROVIDING 
INFORMATION 
| ABOUT ‘YOUR 
(ONTT AND ITS 
INTENTIONS. , 


NOT LIKELY / 4 * 
ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLES SS 
OF WAR T™ TM eer TO ve 
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KRAMER SAID NOTHING TO THIS LAST OUTBURST. HE TURNED TO HIS SUBORDINATES AND AT 
HIS BIDDING SEVERAL OF THEM CLOSED IN ON THE BRITISH LIEUTENANT AND MARCHED HIM 
10 THE EDGE OF THE BOCAGE , WHERE THE GERMAN OFFICER PRESENTLY JOINED THEM... 














‘NOW, ENGLANDER... 

DO YOU ‘TALK, OR DOI Givi 

MY MEN THE’ ORDER TO 
SHOOT P 

















} GO AHEAD AND_ - 
GIVE THE ORDER” YOU'LL 
GET NO’ INFORMATION FROM ME/ 





KRAMER FACED THE MEN LINED UP UNDER THE SMOKE-SWIRL OF THE HARMLESS 
BESIDE HIM. A WORD FROM HIM, AND] | DISCHARGE, THE OBERLEUTNANT STRODE FORWARD, 
THEY TRIGGERED THEIR WEAPONS — BECKONING THE FIRING-SQUAD AFTER HIM. 


THE DIRECTION OF THE SKY J YOU ARE A BRAVE MAN, 
B : SOMEHOW, I_AM GLAD IT HAS 
PROVED SO’. BUT I STILL WANT 
DETAILS OF YOUR UNIT, AND THIS ¥ 
LITTLE COMEDY I HAVE ENACTED —— 
MAY HELP ME TO SECURE THEM is 
— “x 
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HE UTTERED A SERIES OF COMMANDS IN GERMAN. DAVID GILMORE WAS PROMPTLY 
SEIZED AND A HAND WAS CLAPPED OVER HIS MOUTH. HE LOOKED AT KRAMER 
UNCOMPREHENDINGLY AS THE OBERLEUTNANT APOLOGISED... 


I REGRET IT IS NECESSARY = 
TO MANHANDLE YOU, BUT L MUST F===—=——— 








| 

















ENSURE YOU ARE KEPT QUIET. 






































WITH THAT THE NAZI OFFICER RETRACED_HIS STEPS 
INTO THE RECESSES OF THE WOOD, NOT PAUSING 

TILL HE HAD RE-JOINED THE REMAINDER OF HIS MEN 
AND THE OTHER TWO SURVIVORS OF 14 PLATOON. «-- 





T THOUGHT YOUR LIEUTENANT \\ 


MIGHT SUBMIT TO QUESTIONING IF 
YOU WEREN'T PRESENT TO WITNESS 
HIS HUMILIATION AND CAUSE HIM 
EMBARRASSMENT. BUT HE WAS 
STUBBORN. YOU HEARD THE 

RESULT OF COURSE. 


WE_HEARO_/ 
YOU MURDERING 
DEVIL / yOu CCLD- 
BLOODED BUTCHER J 


KRAMER TOOK DUE NOTE OF 
RAFFERTY’S SAVAGE DEFIANCE. THIS 
ONE WOULDN'T BREAK, HE MUSED. 
BUT THE OTHER..? A PALPITATING 
CREATURE, UNWORTHY OF THE 

o£ 7 A STRIPES HE WORE— 


HIMSELF WITH 
OREAD... 


1 I THINK I'LL DEAL WITH 


YOU NEXT, SERGEANT. 


Ny COME, ON YOUR FEET~ 


NO/ WAIT I'LL TELL 
YOU WHAT YOU WANT TO 
KNOW / DON'T TAKE ME AWAY 
TO BE SHOT/ I'LL TELL YCU 
EVERYTHING « +» EVERYTHING J 
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cee er Gee eee 
RAFFERTY SHOUTED IN VIOLENT PROTE BUT AT A SIGN FROM KRAMER WAS DRAGGED 
se AND LEACH TOLD EVERYTHING DISCLOSING ALL IN AN EXTREMITY OF ABJECT 

TE  —————————————— = = 


you FLAMING | 
TURNGORT, EACH J f 
ISE| =RA 





























TURNCOAT 7 


PAY NO HEED TO THE 
RANTING OF ‘YOUR COMRAI : 
SERGEANT. CONTACT YOUR COMPANY 


THE SERGEANT ati he TReMeUNGLY. ale eae MESSAGE ‘WA' IN 
ACKNOWLEDGED PEEING. ee Si \GE SON SMITTED AND 


EXCELLENT......NOW ae MEN ' 
1 sie aid ay ‘you 
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THE OBERLEUTNANT RAPPED: OUT INSTRUCTIONS FO HIS: MEN. RAFFERTY WAS OVEN 
| FIRST-AID, AFTER WHICH: HE AND’ LEACH WERE TAKEN- TOWARDS THE EDGE OF T 
| BOCAGE — WHERE THEY CLAPPED EYES ON THEIR PLATOON COMMANCER. eee 

















MISTER GILMORE / 
WE THOUGHT YOU'D 
BEEN: SHOT 











NO, RAFFERTY. 
FOR A MINUTE I FELT 
CERTAIN I WAS GO)NG 
TO BE. BUT IT TURNED 
OUT TO BE A BLUFF... 
AND I CALLED IT... 


BRIEFLY THE SUBALTERN RELATED WHAT HAD OCCURRED. RAFFERTYS. CONTEMPT FOR. 
LEACH REASSERTED ITSELF THEN, OVER AND ABOVE HIS THANKFULNESS AT THE SAFETY 
fOF AN! OFFICER HE'D COME TO RESPECT... FHE SERGEANT WAS' CLOSE TO TEARS. HIS 


7ERGH DIDN'T CALL THAT NAZIS BLUFF, \LYICE WAS THREADED WITH A: PLAINTIVE WHINE . 


| SIR'f HE BLABBED J WHAT’S MORE, 
HE: REPORTED IT WAS. OKAY FOR JHE 


CARRON. / HE'S TO BLAME FOR 
EVERYTHING / HE SAID OVER THE 
WIRELESS HE'D JUST DISCOVERED 
HE'D GIVEN YOU. THE WRONG MAP 

REFERENCE , MISTER GILMORE J f 


FAVE 
RECONNOITRED < (4 
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AT THIS LAST PIECE OF INFORMATION FROM THE WRETCHED SERGEANT LEACH, DAVID 
GILMORE THOUGHT BITTERLY. HOW HASTY HE HAD BEEN . « - 





F ONLY I'D KNOWN, WE'D 
STILL BE Ee Ne RIDGE + 
WATCHING THE BOCAGE, GIVING IT 
THE ATTENTION 1T DESERVED. We 
HAVE BEEN BOUND TO SEE THE 
GERMANS MOVING THROUGH IT 
FORCE ...+ 


YET REGRETS AND_RECRIMINATIONS COULD TT WAS A FORLORN THOUSAND-TO-ONE 

SERVE NO PURPOSE, AND THE VEUTENANT HAD | | CHANCE, BUT HE COUNTED IT WORTH 
A PURPOSE . ATAe NAZI INFANTRYIMEN WERE RISK. 

ENGROSSED IN SELECTING HIDING-PLACES, AND 

HE THOUGHT HE SAW HIS CHANCE...» 


st 
SUDDENLY, HE CANNONED INTO THE GERMAN 
KNOWN AS SCHULZ AND KNOCKED HIM 
SPRAWLING WITH A SHOULDER CHARGE... 
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SEIZING HIS CHANCE, RAFFERTY BOUNDED AFTER HIS OFFICER AS SCHULZ 
STAGGERED TO HIS FEET AND SNAPPED OFF A HURRIED SHOT 
_——————— See 























KEEP GOING / 
DON’T MIND ME / GET 


THROUGH TO THE BATTALION 
»». WARN COLONEL FRASER 
.». WARN HIM. .*. e 
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AND NOW HE FACED ABOUT AND TOTTERED TOWARDS SCHULTZ, TRYINS TO COVER RAFFERTY'S 
ESCAPE BY INTERPOS {NG HIMSELF BETWEEN HIM AND THE SEN 








KEEP GOING, 
HE SAID! AND 
THAT'S WHAT 1°VE 
GOT TO DO/ HE’S 
THROWING AWAY 
HIS are TO GIVE 
AN EVEN 
BREAK... 


ONLY, THERE WAS NO EVEN BREAK FOR RAFFERTY. EVEN AS DAVID 
GILMORE FELL DEAD, A FUSILLADE OF GERMAN BULLETS SCYTHED § 


AROUND THE LITTLE EX- BATMAN. 











IN: SENDING YOU Oc TO 
FALAISE AS A PRISON 
ID_ BECAUSE eae” OF you 


F OUT / 


LEACH SLUNK OFF. LATER, WHEN NIGHT FELL, pag CREre AWAY ON THE FIRST STAGE |. 
OF A LONG AND PAINFUL JOURNEY . TO H LINES, A CASUALTY CLEARING 


STATION — ANDO AT LAST TO THAT CourT oF i IN NUE oo. 
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THERE WAS NO DOUBTING RAFFERTY’S EVIDENCE WHEN LEACH AND CARRON WERE 
RECALLED, GUILTY CONSTERNATION WAS STAMPED ON .THEIR FEATURES AS THEY 
RECOGNISED HIM, AND NOT SURPRISINGLY, LEACH WILTED UNDER INTERROGATION ... 


THE MAJOR PUT ME_UP TO you'LL cA RN 
IT. HE WAS SCARED. STIFF THAT TELL IT NOW / (i 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BATTALLION Y AND BY_ THUNDER, ; 
MIGHT BE TRACED BACK TO HiS YOWLL TELL IT ALL 
MISTAKE OVER THE MAP REFERENCE... / OVER AGAIN WHEN 
AND | —— 1 WAS READY TO DO YOU_AND MAJOR 
ANYTHING BUT TELL THE CARRON FACE 
TRUTH. . A COURT ; 
MARTIAL « 





| i \ 


Ali, ale 
ita i il! Hl 


NONE IN THE COURT- ROOM EVER KNEW IT, BUT AT THAT VERY MOMENT A GERMAN OFFICER 
WAS CARRYING OUT A RITUAL WHICH WOULD HAVE ENDORSED RAFFERTY'S TESTIMONY — 
IF ANY SUPPORTING EVIDENCE HAD BEEN NEEDED... 

TESS aR i Am a “tule gn == 

‘ Hiva VW ENGLANDER, 


t SALUTE YOU... YOU WERE 
A MAN OF VALOUR. 


AND THAT WAS THE TRUE END OF DAVID GiLMORE'S STORY... 
THE STORY OF A YOUNG LIEUTENANT WHOSE NAME HAD 
I BEEN VINDICATED, AND WHOSE EPITAPH WAS THE SPOKEN 
TRIBUTE OF AN ENEMY. mpmemppgesn : 
> — Scere A ae er 
ae A PT 7S 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
; FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 120.—THE VALLEY OF 
DEATH No. 122.-THE SAVAGE ISLAND 





One man’s foolishness jeopardised the Across the breadth of war-torn Crete 


success of ‘Operation Broadway’ and they hauled their gun . . . four men 
the price had to be paid—in blood ! against the might of Hitler’s Paratroop 
Corps. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 123.—VULTURE IN THE NEST 
Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
December 4th, are :— 
No. 124.—LUCKY STRIKE No. 126.—THE FIRES OF HATE 
No. 125.—_THE TASTE OF FEAR No. 127.—DIVIDED WE FALL 





| & Stamp Collection 


ALL ONLY "ff | gy WORTH 5/6 


i LARGE ILLUSTRATED STAMP ALBUM. Spaces for thousands of 
stamps from all over the world. Interesting “extras” include coloured repro- 
ductions of great rarities; photos of famous collectors. Better than albums sold 
for 2/- to 3/6 everywhere. 

2. IMPORTED COLLECTION OF STAMPS. Exciting issues! FIRST 
SPACEMAN STAMP. MONACO — Grace Kelly Wedding. FRENCH 
ANTARCTICA —Fantastic new country. RED CHINA — Liberation Imperforate. 
ESTONIA—Nazi Occupation. GREECE—Earthquake. SPAIN—Hungarian Revolt. 
NAZI—Military Airmail. Dozens of other fascinating and unusual stamps from 
all over the world. Totals 58 different stamps — enough for an interesting start 
to this great hobby. 

3. PLANET MAIL SHEET AND BOY SCOUT JAMBOREE SHEET. 
2 smashing souvenirs (not stamps) that will be the prizes of your collection! 
ALL 3 LOTS—REGULAR VALUE 5/6—YOURS FOR JUST 1/- TO INTRODUCE OUR 
BARGAIN APPROVALS. (APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT TO YOU FOR FREE 
INSPECTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT. RETURN THE REST IN 14 DAYS.) 


SEND 1/- TODAY. ASK FOR LOT P5, Satisfaction Guaranteed. 


ee Oe Oe ee ee eee i 
| enclose 1/-. Rush me the Lot P5 Stamp Album [Rai COUPON TODAY TO: 


nclose 1) Stamp Album | 
piarieieaner +) eaedeaaemm BROADWAY 
APPROVALS. 


50. DENMARK HILL. 
LONDON.S.E.5. 





Please tell your parents you are replying to this advertisement 


